
Recently	Ilaria	Rosati	and	Andrea	Tarallo,	from	the	National
Research	Council	of	Italy	(CNR)	and	in	charge	of	several
management	aspects	within	LifeWatch	Italy,	the	Italian	node	of
LifeWatch	ERIC	(https://www.lifewatch.eu/),	joined	the	Action
as	members	of	WG	1	and	2.

We	started	discussing	with	them	and	the	WG	1	and	2	leaders
and	we	agreed	about	the	opportunity	of	collaborating	on	developing	our	parasites	database.
We	will	start	now	working	together	and	set	the	ground	for	the	creation	of	the	database.

Andrea	and	Ilaria	will	take	care	of	the	coordination	of	the	road	map	for	the	database
implementation.	The	first	step	will	be	to	gather	all	the	information	we	need	to	work	on	the
database	preparation	during	the	workshop	in	Cyprus.

All	the	interested	people	can	send	information	on	which	data	are	current	available	to	start
creating	the	dataset.

We	are	looking	forward	starting	working	together	on	the	implementation	of	the	database!

For	its	collaboration	it	will	provide	samples	to
the	different	members	of	the	Action	Cost	and
will	put	at	 the	service	of	 the	project	 its	 large-
scale	production	plant	(located	in	Almeria)	for
testing	 and	 training,	 as	 well	 as	 share	 its
experience	 acquired	 through	other	European

projects	in	which	it	participates	such	as	SABANA	and	ALGAENAUTS.
Biorizon	Biotech	 is	a	biotechnology	company	 located	 in	Almeria	 (Spain),	 recognised	 for	being
the	 pioneer	 and	world	 leader	 in	 the	 development	 and	 commercialisation	 of	microalgae-based
products	for	agriculture.
It	 was	 established	 at	 the	 end	 of	 2010	 by	 a
team	 of	 entrepreneurs	 and	 scientists	 with
large	 experience	 in	 the	 field	 of	 microalgae
cultivation	 and	 biomass	 valorisation.	 As	 a
pillar	 of	 the	 company,	 it	 must	 be	 highlighted
MSc	 Elisa	 Rojas-Crespo,	 Technical	 Director
and	 the	 person	 who	 developed	 the	 first
commercial	microalgae-based	biostimulant	for
agriculture	in	the	world,	a	product	from	which
Biorizon	 Biotech	 laid	 the	 foundations	 for	 the
development	 of	 microalgae-based	 products
for	 the	 agricultural	 market	 .	 Since	 then	 and	 throughout	 the	 last	 decade,	 the	 company	 has
experienced	strong	growth	 that	has	 led	 it	 to	expand	 into	 the	markets	of	Europe,	Africa,	South
America	and	recently	Asia,	with	its	own	subsidiaries	in	Chile,	Peru,	Mexico	and	Italy.

Biorizon	 Biotech's	 headquarter	 islocated	 in
the	 Technological	 Park	 of	 Almeria,	 where	 it
has	facilities	of	more	than	4000	m2	consisting
of	 the	 company's	 main	 offices,	 processing
plant,	 research	 and	 quality	 laboratories	 and
main	 warehouses.	 Additionally,	 Biorizon
Biotech	 has	 one	 of	 the	 largest	 microalgae
production	 plants	 in	 Europe,	 almost	 two
hectares	 under	 greenhouse,	 equipped	 with
tubular	 photobioreactors	 and	 race-way
systems	 ranging	 from	 100	 to	 5000	 m2,	 with
harvesting	 and	 culture	 medium	 control
system,	 fully	 automated	 for	 operation	 in

continuous	mode
The	 microalgae	 plant	 includes	 a	 laboratory	 for
research	 and	 production	 control.	 The	 company	 has
an	 extensive	 library	 of	 microalgae	 strains	 selected
for	 their	 features	 based	 on	 the	 biostimulant	 and
biopesticidal	activities.	 In	order	to	make	the	most	of
the	 biochemical	 richness	 present	 in	 microalgae
applied	 to	 agriculture,	 Biorizon	 Biotech	 has
developed	 a	 large	 industrial	 know-how	 from	 the
acquired	 knowledge	 working	 on	 low-cost	 culture
media,	 harvesting,	 processing	 for	 cell	 disruption,
enzymatic	 hydrolysis	 and	 extraction	 processes	 of
microalgal	biomass.

This	knowledge	has	been	focused	on	 the	 integration
of	 bioactives	 substances	 from	 microalgae	 in	 the
formulation	 of	 bioestimulant	 and	 biopesticide
products,	 resulting	 in	 a	 large	 commercial	 portfolio
consisting	 in	 more	 than	 50	 references.	 The	 R&D
department	 of	 Biorizon	 Biotech	 has	 invested	 more
than	 8	 million	 euros	 in	 14	 projects	 funded	 by	 the
regional	and	national	governments	and	the	European
Commission,	where	we	must	highlight	 the	European
projects	H2020-SABANA	and	EMMF-ALGAENAUTS.

The	H2020	-	SABANA	project	developed	an
industrial-scale,	microalgae-based	biorefinery	for	the
production	of	biostimulants,	biopesticides	and	food
additives,	as	well	as	biofertilisers	and	biomass	for
aquaculture,	using	seawater	and	nutrients	present	in
wastewater	effluents	(sewage,	pig	manure).	The
objective	was	to	demonstrate	on	an	industrial	scale
of	up	to	5	ha,	a	zero-waste	process	economically
and	environmentally	sustainable.

ALGAENAUTS	EU	Project	has	received	funding	from	the
European	Union's	European	Maritime	and	Fisheries	Fund
under	the	Blue	Economy	window	2020	call	to	achieve	and
validate	a	pre-commercial	industrial	production	of
microalgae-based	biopesticide	and	biostimulant	products,
from	strains	cultivated	by	using	recovered	nutrients,	with
total	utilisation	of	biomass	and	zero-waste	processes.	The
representative	of	Biorizon	Biotech	for	the	Paraqua	Cost

Action	is	Dr.	Joaquín	Pozo-Dengra.	He	is	R&D	Director	and	co-founder	at	Biorizon	Biotech.	He
studied	Chemistry	at	the	University	of	Almería	where	he	received	his	PhD	in	2010	in	the	area	of
biochemistry	and	molecular	biology.	
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CA20125	ParAqua	Events

Virtual	WG4	Meeting	held	on	March,	15th	2022
by	Ana	Gavrilović

The	meeting	was	held	virtually	on	Zoom,	hosted
by	 Dr.	 Füsun	 Akgül	 (ParAqua	 Science
Communication	 Coordinator	 Co-Leader),	 Local
organizer	 from	 Mehmet	 Akif	 Ersoy	 University,
Burdur,	 Turkey.	 It	 was	 organized	 by	 WG4
members	 Füsun	 and	Serena,	 and	was	 opened
to	all	Action	members	 to	 inform	about	progress
of	 the	 WG4	 and	 Science	 Communication
Committee	 activities	 of	 interest	 for	 the	 whole
Network.	 The	 meeting	 started,	 with	 inevitable
icebreakers	nicely	moderated	by	Bas	Ibelings.
Beside	 the	 progress	 on	 Dissemination	 and
Communication	plan	development	presented	by
Ana	 Gavrilović,	 Science	 Communication
Coordinator,	 and	 progress	 on	 Website
development	presented	by	Manuela	Coci,	Miloš
Stupar	 (WG4	 co-leader)	 presented	 the	 Action
logo	short	list.	After	the	presentation	of	collected
logo	proposals,	ParAqua	logo	was	voted	on.

All	presented	materials	were	discussed	 in	breakout
rooms.
In	the	afternoon	session	Kristel	Panksep,	our	Action
Grant	 Awarding	 Coordinator,	 presented	 the	 Grant
Awarding	System	and	the	different	Grants	open	for
application.	 After	 Kristel’s	 presentation,	 two
members	 of	 the	 Action	 presented	 their	 experience
from	 the	previous	COST	Actions	STSM:	Panayiota
Pissaridou	 “STSM	within	 the	CA	DNAqua-Net”	and
Kálmán	Tapolczai	“Writing	a	collaborative	MS	during
a	STSM”.
Available	 institutions	 and	proposed	 topics	 for	 inter-
lab	exchange	STSMs	were	presented	by	the	Action
Chair	 -	 Serena	 Rasconi,	 Jelena	 Jovanović,	 Athina
Papatheodoulou	and	Janka	Dibdiakova.	At	 the	end
of	the	meeting,	the	procedure	for	submitting	a	Grant
proposal	on	the	e-cost	portal	was	presented.

Virtual	WG4	Training	School	“Best	practices	in
communication”	held	on	March,	16th-17th	2022

by	Ana	Gavrilović

Training	 School	 “Best	 practices	 in
communication”	 followed	 WG4	 meeting	 was
also	held	virtually	on	Zoom,	and	again	hosted	by
Dr.	 Füsun	 Akgül	 (ParAqua	 Science
Communication	 Coordinator	 Co-Leader),	 Local
organizer	 from	 Mehmet	 Akif	 Ersoy	 University,
Burdur,	Turkey.
The	 Training	 School	 benefited	 from	 lectures	 in
relevant	 topics	delivered	 form	COST	experts	 in
communication.
On	 the	 first	 day	 of	 the	 training,	 after	 opening,
two	classes	were	held	by	guest	lectures:	"Social
media	 communication	 training	 within	 an
interdisciplinary	team"	(i.e.	science,	engagement
an	industry)	held	by	COST	expert	Lorna	Stokes,
and	 ”Practical	 experience	 of	 social	media	 use”
by	Ana	Visković,	Communication	Coordinator	of
the	European	Aquaculture	Society.

Lectures	 were	 followed	 by	 discussion	 and	 opinion
exchange	 on	 how	 to	 involve	 young	 members	 to
master	 social	 media	 accounts	 and	 open	 social
media	accounts	 in	 local	 languages.	On	 the	second
day,	 our	 trainer	 was	 Karima	 BenSalah,	 COST
Senior	 Communications	 Officer",	 who	 gave	 us	 the
lecture	“Local	communication	and	different	tools	for
dissemination”.	Karima’s	lecture	was	followed	by	the
discussion	 on	 how	 to	 organize	 the	 preparation	 of
dissemination	 material	 for	 the	 Action	 and	 a
dedicated	 session	 on	 “How	 to	 create	 a	 plan	 for
distribution	 of	 material	 in	 your	 country”	 and	 reach
local	media.	Work	in	small	groups	was	organized	to
create	 an	 example	 on	 how	 to	 advertise	 and
communicate	at	local	level.
	
Please	visit	the	Action	website	for	more	information
about	the	event	and	consult	the	training	material!

Link
	

Hybrid	WG1	Training	School	“Detection	Methods
For	Zoosporic	Parasites”	held	at	IGB	in	Stechlin,

Germany,	on	May,	16th-17th	2022
by	Ana	Gavrilović

From	 the	 beginning	 of	 this	 year,	 prof.	 Hans-
Peter	 Grossart	 from	 Leibniz	 Institute	 of
Freshwater	Ecology	and	Inland	Fisheries	(IGB),
Stechlin,	Germany,	and	Silke	Van	den	Wyngaert
from	 University	 of	 Turku,	 together	 with	 the
Action	Chair	Serena	Rasconi	spent	a	great	effort
in	 organizing	 this	 event.	 Beside	 the	 main
organizers,	 the	 whole	 teaching	 team	 (Hans-
Peter,	 Silke,	 Albert	 Reñé	 from	CMIMA	 -	 CSIC,
Barcelona,	 ES,	 Michael	 Cunliffe	 from	 MBA,
Plymouth,	 UK,	 Carlotta	 Lupatelli	 from
INRAe,	FR,

Irene	 Adrian-Kalchhauser	 and	 Simone	 Roberto
Rolando	Pisano	from	Vetsuisse,	University	of	Bern,
CH,	Stella	Berger	and	Katerina	Symiakaki	from	IGB,
DE,	 Marco	 Thines	 and	 Anthony	 Buaya	 from
Senckenberg	 Biodiversity	 and	 Climate	 Research
Centre,	 DE,	 Keilor	 Rojas	 from	 University	 Costa
Rica,	 Agnes	 Attard,	 Eric	 Galiana	 and	 Marie-Line
Kuhn	from	INRAe,	FR,		helped	to	bring	this	event	to
the	 professional	 perfection.	 You	 can	 see	 below	 a
few	 photos	 from	 the	 event.	 Detail	 report,	 you	 will
reed	in	our	Newsletter#4.	So,	stay	tuned	�

(Photo:	Oliver	Barić	and	Kristel	Panksep)

Updates	on	the	Database
by	Serena	Rasconi

ParAqua	Communication	Tools	and	Channels

Action	website
by	Serena	Rasconi

We	are	very	happy	to	announce	that	the	Action	website	is	online!!!

Link

A	members	area	is	available	(top	right	menu):
To	 log-in	 the	 first	 time	 please	 use	 your	 email	 registered	 in	 e-COST	 and	 click	 on	 "Lost	 your
password?"
You'll	 receive	a	 link	 to	set	a	new	password	and	you	will	get	access	 to	 the	 library.	The	content
here	is	only	visible	to	members.

All	 the	 other	 areas	 are	 open	 and	 accessible	 to	 everybody,	 if	 you	 would	 like	 to	 post	 content
visible	to	the	entire	web,	please	use	the	blog.

Please	have	a	look	and	play	around,	do	not	hesitate	to	post	content	(announcements,	papers,
start	discussion	topics...).	

Please	feel	free	to	send	feedback	and	report	errors/typos/issues	that	need	to	be	corrected	at	the
address	paraqua-social@paraqua-cost.eu.	 	 It	 is	 still	 in	 progress	and	 it	will	 evolve	and	growth
with	the	contribution	from	all	of	us.

Have	fun!	�

Press	Releases
Press	Release	about	the	Action,	written	by	our	action	chair	Serena	Rasconi	was	published	on
COST	News	on	April,	20	th.
You	can	read	the	article	here:

Link

Communication	and	Dissemination	activities
by	ParAqua	members	related	to	the	Action

Press	Release	about	our	Action	was	published	by	A4F	Algae	for	future,	ParAqua	stakeholder
and	end-user,	could	be	found	here

Our	member	Algen,	reperted	the	following	activities	in	the	period	Nov.	2021	–	April	2022:

Presentation	on	“Algae	in	circular	economy”	(in	Slovene	language)	at	GoDanuBio	Online
workshop:	Accelerating	the	transition	to	circular	bioeconomy	in	Slovenia	using	digital	tools.	The
workshop	was	held	on	March,	31st	2022.	For	more	information	visit	the	website

Link

At	EABA	(European	Algal	Biomass	Association)	webinar	on	Toxic	algal	blooms	–	from
environment	problem	to	biotech	potential,	ParAqua	was	presented	among	Algen	activities.	More
information	available	at	this	link

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tenure	track	Junior	Research	Director	position	available	in	France
by	Serena	Rasconi

Planktobiome	-	Role	of	the	microbiome	in	the
dynamics	of	plankton	and	algal	blooms	in	lakes

UMR	INRAE	CARRTEL	–	Thonon	les	Bains	–	France

Tenure-Track	Junior	Professor	Chair	with	funding	resources
based	on	a	research	and	teaching	project	for	three	years.	At
the	end	of	this	period,	and	following	an	assessment	of	your
scientific	achievements	and	professional	capabilities,	you	may
obtain	a	full-tenure	position	as	Research	Director	(DR2).
Contact	:	Isabelle	DOMAIZON	-	isabelle.domaizon@inrae.fr		-
UMR	CARRTEL	lab	director

More	info	at	this	link

Deadline	for	application	June	14,	2022	

ParAqua	Visual	Identity
In	our	Newsletter#2	the	ParAqua	logo	was	presented.	Authors	of	the	logo	in	the	meantime
developed	a	ParAqua	Visual	Identity	package,	that	except	for	different	versions	of	logo	and
template	slide,	contain	detailed	instructions	for	correct	use	of	the	branding	material.	This
material	has	been	sent	to	all	Action	members	by	email,	and	will	be	available	on	ParAqua
website	in	the	user	area.

Let’s	now	present	the	logo	and	the	authors	of	the	ParAqua
Branding	Material	and	their	company	-	Biorizon	Biotech

by	Joaquín	Pozo-Dengr

The	selected	Paraqua´s	logotype	proposed	by	Biorizon	Biotech,	and	designed	by	Miguel	Ángel
Celada	and	Fernando	Román,	members	of	the	marketing	department	at	Biorizon	Biotech,	is	an
allegory	with	simple	forms	of	microalgae-parasite	interaction.	At	same	time,	it	represents	the
interaction	of	the	different	members	with	the	Cost	Action.

From	left	to	right:	Joaquín	Pozo-Dengra,	Miguel	Ángel	Celada	and	Fernando	Román

The	logotype	in	blue-green	colors	doesn´t	use	perfect	shape	to	transmit	the	idea	of	something
biological	in	an	aquatic	environment.	Some	of	the	logo	versions	are	presented	below.	The	rest
you	will	find	in	the	ParAqua	Visual	Identity	package.

Biorizon	Biotech,	as	a	member	of	the	PARAQUA	Cost	Action,	participates	in	the	working	groups
"WG1:	Occurrence	and	early	detection	of	zoosporic	diseases	in	natural	and	artificial	systems",
"WG2:	2.	Drivers	of	zoosporic	diseases	in	algal	biotech	and	natural	systems",	"WG3:	Control
strategies	and	valorization	of	research	for	application".

Participation	of	Action	members	in	COST	events
On	March,	28th	and	29th	2022,	Action	Science	Communication	Coordinator	Ana	Gavrilović,
participated	in	COST	Academy	Event	“Storytelling”	in	Brussels,	organized	for	education	of
Science	Communication	Coordinators.

Follow	us,	Like,	share,	comment,	be	active	and	stay
updated	in	real	time!

Twitter:	@ParAqua_CA20125
LinkedIn:	@ParAqua_CA20125
Instagram:	@paraqua_ca20125
Facebook:	ParAqua	COST	Action

Tags:
#ParAqua
#CA20125
#ZoosporicParasites
#AlgaBiotech

MESSAGE	FROM	OUR	COST	PROGRAMME
Lorna	Stokes

Be	sure	to	tag	COST	and	#COSTactions	in	your	social	posts	because	we're	always	happy	to
engage:

Twitter:	@COSTprogramme
LinkedIn:	COST	Association	-	European	Cooperation	in	Science	and	Technology
Facebook:	COST	Association	-	European	Cooperation	in	Science	and	Technology
Instagram:	@cost_programme
YouTube:	COST	-	European	Cooperation	in	Science	and	Technology

Newsletter:	we	distribute	a	monthly	newsletter,	sign	up	(form	located	at	the	bottom	of	our
website	homepage)
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