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CA20125	ParAqua	Events

Core	Group	Meeting	-	hybrid	in	Paris,	France,	and
on	zoom

By	Serena	Rasconi

The	 Core	 Group	 Meeting	 of	 the	 COST
Action	ParAqua	was	 held	 on	 the	 27th	 of
September	in	Paris	and	Hybrid	mode.	
We	drafted	the	Work	and	Budget	Plan	for
the	 Next	 Grant	 Period	 and	 discussed
opportunities	 for	 new	 topics	 for	 STSM
and	 VM	 Grant,	 got	 informed	 by	 our
Science	 Communication	 Coordinator
about	the	COST	Communication	Seminar
attended	 in	 Brussels	 early	 September
and	 framed	 the	 review	 paper	 on	 the
parasites	drivers.

Read	more	on	our	website	at	this	Link

Young	Researchers	and	Innovators	Forum	–	hybrid
in	Paris,	France,	and	on	zoom,	September	27th	2022
By	Dijana	Blazhekovikj	-	Dimovska

The	Young	Researchers	and	Innovators	Forum	was	launched	on	the	27th	of	September	during	a
hybrid	meeting	held	in	Paris,	France	and	on	Zoom.	Ten	Young	Members	were	invited	to	discuss
with	 the	Core	Group	and	 shape	 the	 initiative.	 The	 detailed	 report	 of	 the	meeting	 from	Dijana
Blazhekovikj	–	Dimovska	is	online	on	the	Action	website	at	this	Link.

Recent	activities	of	ParAqua	members
ParAqua	members	from	IGB	performed	sampling	for	parasitic
chytrids	on	benthic	diatoms	in	a	Norwegian	archipelago	in	the

Arctic	Ocean
By	Hans-Peter	Grossart

Hans-Peter	 Grossart	 and	 Doris	 Ilicic,	 PhD	 student	 spent	 three	 weeks	 of	 August	 in	 Ny
Alesund,	Svalbard,	sampling	for	parasitic	chytrids	on	benthic	diatoms	which	form	the	base	of	the
coastal	 polar	 food	web.	Doris	 is	 also	 trying	 to	 isolate	 some	 chytrids	 for	 later	 experiments	 on
global	change	including	temperature	shift	up	experiments.	The	work	is	done	in	the	frame	of	the
SPP	Antarctica	funded	by	the	German	Science	Foundation	(DFG).

A)	fantastic	landscape	of	the	Kongsfjord	B)	Doris	Ilicic	from	IGB	(left)	and	Katherina	Schimani	from
FU-Berlin	(right)	C)	Team	performing	the	sampling

Doris	explained	 in	 some	detail	 the	main	goal	 of	 their	mission:	 “We	 took	 sediment	and	biofilm
samples	from	shallow	coastal	areas	of	Kongfjorden.	Using	metabarcoding	we	will	determine	the
presence	and	diversity	of	potential	host	species	as	well	as	the	diversity	of	zoosporic	fungi	in	the
sampled	environments.	Our	main	goal	during	our	expedition	is	to	 isolate	marine,	polar	chytrid-
host	 model	 system.	 This	 model	 system	 will	 further	 help	 us	 to	 better	 understand	 how	 rising
temperatures	 affect	 parasitic	 interactions	 in	 the	 high	 Arctic,	 place	 most	 affected	 by	 climate
change.”

Our	action	member	Laura	Gjyli	is	taking	care	on	the	algae
natural	environment	quality

Our	Action	MC	member	Laura	Gjyli,	from	Albania,	even	not	directly	working	on	algae,	supports
improvement	of	their	natural	environment	quality.	She	spents	a	lot	of	time	this	year	as	an	active
member	of	 	Voluntary	movement	River	Cleanup	Albania.	As	one	of	 the	 leading	person	of	 this
movement,	 she	 also	wrote	 a	 booklet	 about	 the	 project	 "RIVER	CLEANUP	ALBANIA"	 entitled
“How	did	 it	 start,	who	 are	we	 and	what	 do	we	want	 to	 reach?”.	Her	 new	publication,	 a	 book
chapter	on	about	macro-litter	of	the	Erzen	River,	will	be	published	soon	by	Elsevier.
Visit	this	link	to	know	more	

ParAqua	dissemination	and	communication
news	by	Ana	Gavrilović

First	ParAqua
video	online!
Our	Action	promo	video	is	out	on
the	ParAqua	Youtube	channel!

Take	a	look!

First	ParAqua	paper	was	borne�
Our	Action	proposal	has	been	published!	You	can	read	more	by	searching	following	reference:

Rasconi	S,	Grossart	H-P,	Gsell	A,	 Ibelings	BW,	 van	de	Waal	D,	Agha	R,	Bacu	A,	Balode	M,
Beklioğlu	M,	Berden	Zrimec	M,	Botez	F,	Butler	T,	Cerbin	S,	Cortina	A,	Cunliffe	M,	Frenken	T,
Garcés	 E,	 Gjyli	 L,	 Golan	 Y,	 Guerra	 T,	 Iacovides	 A,	 Idà	 A,	 Kagami	M,	 Kisand	 V,	 Leshoski	 J,
Marco	P,	Mazalica	N,	Miki	T,	Moza	MI,	Neuhauser	S,	Özkundakci	D,	Panksep	K,	Patcheva	S,
Pestoric	 B,	 Petrova	 Stoyneva	 M,	 Pinto	 D,	 Polle	 J,	 Postolache	 C,	 Pozo	 Dengra	 J,	 Reñé	 A,
Rychtecky	P,	Schmeller	DSS,	Scholz	B,	Selmeczy	G,	Sime-Ngando	T,	Tapolczai	K,	Tasevska	O,
Trbojevic	I,	Uzunov	B,	Van	den	Wyngaert	S,	van	Donk	E,	Vanthoor	M,	Veljanoska	Sarafiloska	E,
Wood	S,	Znachor	P	(2022)	Applications	for	zoosporic	parasites	 in	aquatic	systems	(ParAqua).
ARPHA	Preprints

or	just	click	this	link	to	see	the	full	text:

Link

Action	products	can	now
be	submitted	to	RIO!

We	 have	 a	 new	 page	 on	 the	 ParAqua
website	 dedicated	 to	 the	 Action
Products.	 Everybody	 can	 submit	 a
contribution	to	this	link.
Please	 also	 visit	 our	 dedicated
webpage.

RIO	 (News	 on	 Research	 Ideas	 and
Outcomes)	 aims	 to	 catalyse	 the	 culture
change	 in	 research	 communication	 by
publishing	 ideas,	 proposals	 and	 various
other		outcomes	of	the	research	cycle	in
a	comprehensive	and	timely	manner.

ParAqua	activities
attracted	attention	of

Australian	Medical	News
ParAqua	 press	 release	 “ParAqua
launches	a	new	 interactive	database	on
zoosporic	 parasites	 to	 support	 biotech
industry”	 (here's	 the	 full	 text)	 published
at	 Alpha	 Gallileo	 at	 the	 beginning	 of
September	 attracted	 attention	 of	 the
Medical	News	Australia.	Thus,	the	entire
text	 can	 be	 found	 on	 their	 web	 site	 at
this	Link

COST	Actions	can	now	submit	their	scientific	publications	to
Open	Research	Europe	(ORE)!

COST	Actions	 can	 now	 submit	 their	 scientific	 publications	 directly	 to	Open	Research	Europe
(ORE),	 the	 European	Commission’s	Open	Access	 publishing	 platform	 for	 research	 stemming
from	Horizon	Europe.			

Open	Research	Europe	 is	an	original	publishing	venue,	 like	a	 journal,	not	a	repository	(where
papers	already	published	somewhere	else	are	deposited).	ORE	accepts	articles	 in	all	 fields	of
science:	submitted	 research	must	be	original,	not	be	submitted	anywhere	else	 for	publication,
stem	from	a	COST	Action	and	be	authored	by	at	least	one	Action	Member.	It	provides	a	reliable
post	publication	peer-reviewed	publishing	service	of	high	scientific	quality,	with	swift	publication
times.	 The	 platform	 also	 implements	 rigorous	 scientific	 standards	 which	 are	 overseen	 by	 an
international	 Scientific	 Advisory	 Board.	 Publishing	 in	 Open	 Research	 Europe	 is	 free	 of
charge,	the	European	Commission	covers	all	costs.	

More	 information	 is	 available	 on	 the	 European	 Commission’s	 website	 at	 this	 Link,	 which
contains	 helpful	 tips,	 guides	 and	 FAQs,	 including	 how	 to	 prepare	 articles	 and	 data	 for
submission.

COST	have	also	created	a	dedicated	page	on	Open	Access	available	at	this	Link.

More	 information	 on	 submitting	 research	 that	 stems	 from	 COST	 Actions	 to	 ORE	 could	 be
obtained	 by	 contacting	 Ruth	 Fisher:	 publishing@open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu	 or	 the
Action	MC	Chair	serena.rasconi@inrae.fr

Recent	publications	of	ParAqua	members
New	book	chapter	about	the	large-scale	algal	cultivation	in

wastewater
By	Maja	Berden	Zrimec
The	 chapter	 reviews	 the	 wastewater	 treatment	 with	 macroalgae,	 including	 Integrated	 Multi-
trophic	 Aquaculture	 (IMTA),	 biomass	 production	 in	 the	 wastewater,	 its	 limiting	 factors	 and
innovative	 approaches	 to	 upgrade	 the	 cultivation.	 Finally,	 valorization	 of	 algae	 biomass
cultivated	 in	 wastewater	 is	 discussed	 for	 agricultural	 use,	 including	 its	 limitations	 and
advantages.	 You	 can	 read	 more	 by	 searching	 this	 reference:	 Berden	 Zrimec	 M.,	 Malta	 E.,
Bonnet	Dunbar	M.,	Cerar	A.,	Reinhardt	R.,	Mihelič	R.	(2022):	Wastewater	cultivated	macroalgae
as	 a	 bio-resource	 in	 agriculture.	 In:	 Sustainable	 global	 resources	 of	 seaweeds:	 Industrial
perspectives-Vol-I,	Ambati	Ranga	Rao	and	Gokare	A	Ravishankar	 (Eds.),	Vol	 I:	Bioresources,
Cultivation,	Trade,	and	Multifarious	Applications.	Springer	–	Nature

You	can	read	the	full	text	here:	Link

Database	FreshOmics
By	Cécile	Lepère
The	database	FreshOmics	has	just	been	published	(Mol	Ecol	Res)	by	my	team.		This	manually
curated	 and	 standardized	 database	 is	 dedicated	 to	 freshwater	 microbiomes	 and	 available	 at
http://freshomics.lmge.uca.fr/.
FreshOmics	is	 intended	to	benefit	 the	scientific	community	by	providing	(i)	a	freely	accessible,
easy-to-	 use,	 efficiently	 organized	 resource	 with	 relevant	 -omics	 data	 from	 all	 types	 of
freshwater	 and	 micro-organisms,	 (ii)	 a	 tool	 allowing	 to	 facilitate	 some	 routine	 and	 time-
consuming	 computer	 tasks	 for	 people	 working	 on	 freshwater	 microorganisms	 (e.g.,	 data
selection,	recovering,	curation).	These	characteristics	may	allow	to	test	hypotheses	about	how
microbial	communities	are	structured	and	how	they	respond	to	environmental	changes.

You	can	read	the	full	text	here:	Link

Paper	on	the	diversity	of	Chytridiomycota	in	phytoplankton
communities

By	Alan	Denis	Fernandez-Valero
The	interactions	of	parasitic	fungi	with	their	phytoplankton	hosts	in	the	marine	environment	are
mostly	unknown.	 In	 this	study,	we	evaluated	 the	diversity	of	Chytridiomycota	 in	phytoplankton
communities	dominated	by	dinoflagellates	at	several	coastal	locations	in	the	NW	Mediterranean
Sea	and	demonstrated	the	most	prominent	interactions	of	these	parasites	with	their	hosts.	
You	can	read	more	by	searching	 this	 reference:	Fernández-Valero,	A.D.,	Reñé,	A.,	Timoneda,
N.,	Sampedro,	N.	&	Garcés,	E.	(2022)	Dinoflagellate	hosts	determine	the	community	structure
of	 marine	 Chytridiomycota:	 Demonstration	 of	 their	 prominent	 interactions.	 Environmental
Microbiology,	1–	15.

or	just	click	here:	Link

News	from	ParAqua	Management

Follow	us,	Like,	share,	comment,	be	active	and	stay
updated	in	real	time!

Twitter:	@ParAqua_CA20125
LinkedIn:	@ParAqua_CA20125
Instagram:	@paraqua_ca20125
Facebook:	ParAqua	COST	Action

Tags:
#ParAqua
#CA20125
#ZoosporicParasites
#AlgaBiotech

MESSAGE	FROM	OUR	COST	PROGRAMME
Lorna	Stokes

Be	sure	to	tag	COST	and	#COSTactions	in	your	social	posts	because	we're	always	happy	to
engage:

Twitter:	@COSTprogramme
LinkedIn:	COST	Association	-	European	Cooperation	in	Science	and	Technology
Facebook:	COST	Association	-	European	Cooperation	in	Science	and	Technology
Instagram:	@cost_programme
YouTube:	COST	-	European	Cooperation	in	Science	and	Technology

Newsletter:	we	distribute	a	monthly	newsletter,	sign	up	(form	located	at	the	bottom	of	our
website	homepage)
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