
ParAquaYoung Researchers and 
Innovators Forum

19.10.2023, online

To create a platform for the early-career ParAquanauts
from management, industry and academia to connect 
and to fully profit from the opportunities within and 
through ParAqua.

What, who, how? Up to you!

https://paraqua-cost.eu/





Improving the culture of interdisciplinary 

collaboration in ecology by expanding 

measures of success

Goring et al 2014, Frontiers in Ecology and 

the Environment

Why create a Young R&I Forum?

• Inter- and transdisciplinary 
research essential to tackle 
complex questions

• Cost can be disproportionally high 
for ECR’s

• Requires non-traditional skills



An early career perspective on 

encouraging collaborative and 

interdisciplinary research in ecology

Pannell et al 2019, Ecosphere

Where can ParAqua help overcome 
barriers and challenges and to profit 
from commonalities?

common perceptions among ECRs 
on opportunities  and barriers for 
intra- and interdisciplinary 
collaboration



Kick-off meeting Paris 27.09.2022

Collection of ideas by round robin

• Why

• What

• How

• When and Where

• Who



Why

• Expand and facilitate network

• New ideas and inspiration

• Get leadership experience

• Be heard

• Training opportunities / access 
to datasets

• Access and info on funding



What

• Info positions (all levels) within 
ParAqua network

• Active enabling of connections 
to seniors / institutes

• Add perspective and advice from 
the Y R&I to entire network

• Availability of own network tools

• Info on STSMs and other 
mobility tool topics

• Training



How

• Visiting labs and research trips

• Portal with themes for mobility 
tools, expert database, systems

• Workshops on specific skills

• Onsite and virtual meetings, linked 
to e.g. core group or MC meetings

• Online tools

• Writing retreat



When and Where

1. Online, non personal meetings

2. Linked to other ParAqua meetings

3. Cyberinfrastructure

4. Add-on to conference sessions



Who

• Mainly early careers, but open 
for all

• => What defines as “Young”? -> 
see COST definition



What does that mean in practice?

Early career sessions 
at Action meetings



Professionalism



Aims for this session:

Gauge interest in the Y R&I Forum

Formulate SMART aims and actions

1) What do you want from the Young 
R&I Forum

2) What will you contribute to the  
Young R&I Forum
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