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MC-Network
Meeting	and	WG3
Workshop	6-8
September,	Almeria,
Spain
By	Serena	Rasconi

CA20125
ParAqua
EVENTS

Read	on	ParAqua	website	about	the	MC-Network	meeting	and	WG3	workshop	held	in
September	in	Almeria	(Local	Organiser	Gabriel	Acien,	University	of	Almeria).
MC-Network	meeting	short	summary	and	minutes:	Link	
Nice	report	from	Mariia	Dimova	about	WG3	workshop	and	visit	to	algae	facilities,
including	a	summary	video	posted	on	social	media	to	promote	the	event:	Link

Young	Researchers	and	Innovators	Forum	held
online	on	October	19th
By	Alena	Gsell

One	of	the	core	values	of	EU	COST	Actions	is	to	ensure	the	integration	of	young
professionals	in	the	running	of	an	Action,	providing	them	with	a	strong	voice	in	the
Action	and	with	a	platform	to	explore	management	and	organizational	skills.
Therefore,	the	Young	Researchers	&	Innovators	Forum	was	initiated	in	September
2022.	To	get	to	know	each	other	and	to	kickstart	the	discussion	on	what	and	how	the
YR&I	Forum	will	function,	a	group	of	young	ParAqua	professionals	met	online	on
October	19th.	Their	discussion	revolved	around	two	main	questions,	namely	1)	what
do	they	want	YR&I	Forum,	and	2)	how	are	they	willing	to	contribute	to	making	the
YR&I	Forum	a	success.	As	a	result	of	the	meeting,	the	first	few	initiatives	are	being
started	up.	Read	more	at	this	Link
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Participation	of	ParAqua	members	in	BioRural	Webinar	on	Algae
cultivation	and	aquaculture	in	circular	economy

Participation
of	ParAqua
members	on
international
events
Algen	activities
with	inclusion	of
ParAqua
participants
By	Maja	Berden	Zrimec
In	the	beginning	of	November,
Algen	organised	a	national
workshop	on	"Possibilities	of	algae
applications	for	better	life	in
Slovenian	rural	areas"	in
cooperation	with	University	of
Ljubljana	(Slovenia).	This	was	one	of
the	42	national	workshops	in	the
scope	of	Horizon	Europe	project
BioRural	on	"Accelerating	circular
bio-based	solutions	integration	in
European	rural	areas."
Main	goal	of	project	BioRural	is	to
establish	an	European	Rural
Bioeconomy	Network,	where	you'll
be	able	to	find	blueprints	of	various
business	possibilities	for	applying
circular	bioeconomy	solutions	in
rural	areas.	Several	success	stories
are	already	presented,	among
others	Algen's	AlgaeBioGas	for
recycling	energy	and	nutrients	from
anaerobic	digestate	with	the	help	of
algae.	You	can	find	out	more	about
the	project	on	the	project's
webpage.
Partners	of	the	project	prepared
also	five	webinars	on	several	topics:
Biochemicals	&	Biomaterials,
Aquatic	Systems,	Agriculture	&
Food,	Forestry	&	Habitats	and
Bioenergy,	including	everything
from	general	overview	to	case
studies	and	good	practices	from	all
over	Europe.	

Two	webinars	were	already	performed	and	you	can	find	free	videos	of	presentations
on	the	BioRural	Toolkit
Tha	Aquatic	systems	webinar	was	organised	by	Algen	from	November	28	to	30,
2023.	All	ParAqua	members	were	invited	to	attend,	and	several	invited	presenters
were	also	ParAqua	members,	namely	Maja	Berden	Zrimec,	Robert	Reinhardt,	Gabriel
Acien	and	Ana	Gavrilović.	More	information	about	the	webinars	can	be	found	on	here.
The	remaining	free	webinars	will	be	held	next	year:	„Agriculture	and	Food“	on	14-16
Februar	2024,	„Forestry	and	Habitats“	in	the	period	from	11	to	15	March	2024,	and
„Bioenergy“	from	15	to	19	April	2024.	You	are	very	welcome	to	attend!

Esther	Garcés	&	Albert	Reñé	participated	at
the	20th	International	Conference	on
Harmful	Algae
By	Albert	Reñé

From	November,	5th	to	10th	2023	ParAqua
members	from	Institut	de	Ciències	del	Mar
(CSIC)	Barcelona,	Esther	Garcés	&	Albert	Reñé,
participated	at	the	20th	International
Conference	on	Harmful	Algae	that	was	held	in
Hiroshima	(Japan).	Esther	had	a	plenary	lecture
“The	significance	of	parasitic	interactions	in
the	ecology	of	harmful	microalgae”,	while	the
title	of	Albert’s	oral	presentation	was	“The
interactions	among	marine	fungal	chytrids	and
blooming	dinoflagellates”.

ParAqua	Members	at	AlgaEurope
conference
By	Maja	Berden	Zrimec
Our	ParAqua	Members	(Antonio	Ida,	Melissa	Jose,	Joaquin	Pozo	Dengra,	Gabriel
Bombo,	Liza	Schuller,	Maja	Berden	Zrimec,	Francisco	Gabriel	Acien	Fernandez	and
Daniel	Krupan)	attended	AlgaEurope	conference	that	was	held	in	Prague	from
December,	12th	–	15th	2023.	Check	some	of	the	photos	below.	You	will	read	more
about	their	experience	and	impressions	in	the	next	Newsletter.
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By	Joe	Money

ParAqua
member's
experience
on	Virtual
Mobility

I	think	the	podcast	has	been	a	complete
success	and	it	is	something	I	have	really
enjoyed	producing.	I	have	been	able	to
interview	4	different	researchers	from	4
different	countries,	each	at	different	levels
of	their	career	and	each	with	a	different
focus	to	their	research	in	aquatic	and
marine	ecology.
The	four	guests	were	as	follows:

Serena	 Rasconi:	 Chair	 of	 the
ParAqua	 Network,	 and	 Researcher
at	 the	 Institute	 of	 National
Research	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and
the	 Environment	 in	 Thonon	 les
Bains,	France
Daniel	Fajfer:	 Freshwater	Ecology
PhD	 student	 at	 Adam	 Mickiewicz
University	in	Poznan,	Poland
Professor	 Michael	 Cunliffe:
Professor	of	Marine	Microbiology	at
the	 University	 of	 Plymouth	 and
Senior	 Research	 Fellow	 at	 the
Marine	Biological	Association	in	the
UK
Professor	 Gabriel	 Acien:
Professor	 of	 Chemical	 Engineering
at	 the	University	 of	 Almeria	 in	 the
South	of	Spain

I	really	enjoyed	all	of	these	interviews	and
have	had	positive	feedback	from	each	of
the	guests	about	their	experience.	

I	believe	this	podcast	project	has	helped
the	ParAqua	COST	Action	group	meet	its
deliverable	objectives.	It	has	enabled
collaboration,	networking,	advertising
research	and	promotion	of	scientific
understanding	amongst	the	general
public.

If	you	haven't	listened	to	the
podcast	yet	–	it’s	time	to	do	it

now.

Click	to	listen
to	our
ParAqua
channel

My	virtual
experience
By	Tena	Radočaj						

Two	posters,	“Steps	of	DNA	extraction	for
molecular	analysis	of	microalgae
communities	-	a	simple	guide	for
beginners”	and	“Sample	preparation
methodology	for	metabarcoding	of
different	microalgae	communities”
present	the	results	of	my	virtual	mobility.
I	learnt	a	lot,	and	hope	that	they	will	be
useful	to	our	ParAqua	Members,
especially	beginners.	You	will	have	the
opportunity	to	check	them	soon	in	the
ParAqua	RIO	collection.	And	at	the	end,	I
would	like	to	express	my	gratitude	to	my
virtual	mentors,	Serena	and	Ana,	for
their	patience	and	help.
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Recent
publications
of	ParAqua
members

New	paper	from
our	member	Arthur
Monjot
By	Cécile	Lepere

New	paper	from	Arthur	Monjot	(PhD
student	ParAqua	Member):

Functional	diversity	of	microbial
eukaryotes	in	a	meromictic	lake:
Coupling	between
metatranscriptomic	and	a	trait-
based	approach.	

In	Environ	Microbiol.	2023

Read	full	article	here

New	paper	from	our
member	Denis
Fernández-Valero
By	Alan	Denis	Fernández-Valero

Dear	ParAqua	members,	I	would	like	to
share	an	article	recently	published	by	our
Team	(PBL)	at	the	Institute	of	Marine
Science	(ICM-CSIC)	in	Barcelona:

The	succession	of	epiphytic
microalgae	conditions	fungal
community	composition:	how	chytrids
respond	to	blooms	of	dinoflagellates.

In	ISME	Communication

Read	full	article	here

Temporal	dynamics	of	the	epiphytic	assemblage	on
macroalgae
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Announcements

Job	 opportunity:	 junior	 professorship	 at
Clermont	 Auvergne	 University	 (France)	 in
the	LMGE
By	Cécile	Lepere
As	part	of	national	(e.g.	PEPR	One	Water)	and	UCA	priority	research	actions,	the	LMGE
is	offering	a	Junior	Professorship	focusing	on	aquatic	ecosystems.	The	research	project
may	focus	on	natural,	anthropized	(rivers,	lakes)	and/or	artificial	aquatic	ecosystems,
developing	fundamental	microbial	ecology	or	health-related	issues	such	as:	i)
interaction,	and	material	flows	within	aquatic	microbial	food	webs,	ii)	changes	in	the
trophic	food	web	under	anthropogenic	and	climatic	pressure,	iii)	the	fate	of	pathogens
in	aquatic	or	related	environments.
For	more	information	and	application,	please	contact	Didier	Debroas	(email:
didier.debroas@uca.fr)

PhD	position	opened!
By	Irene	Adrian-Kalchhauser
Prof.	Heike	Schmidt-Posthaus	from	FIWI	was	awarded	an	SNF	WEAVE	grant	together
with	Prof.	Ana	Bielen	from	the	Faculty	of	food	thechnology	and	biotechnology	from	the
University	of	Zagreb	to	research	the	interplay	of	crayfish	plague	(Aphanomyces
astaci),	invasive	crayfish	species,	and	temperature.	A	PhD	position	is	opened!
Check	here	

The	 COST	 Association	 together	 with	 the
European	 Institute	 of	 Innovation	 and
Technology	is	organising	a	webinar	on	the
next	 edition	 of	 the	 EIT	 pre-Jumpstarter
scheme!
A	message	from	Karima	Ben	Salah,	COST	Media	Office
The	COST	Association	together	with	the	European	Institute	of	Innovation	and
Technology	is	organising	a	webinar	to	bring	you	updated	on	the	next	edition	of	the	EIT
pre-Jumpstarter	scheme.	A	dedicated	webinar	is	organised	for	COST	Action	participants
from	the	countries	eligible*	under	this	scheme.
	All	participants	of	COST	Actions	eligible	and	interested	to	launch	themselves	with
the	EIT	Jumpstarter	scheme	to	SAVE	the	DATE	of	10:00-11:00CET	on	the	26th
January	2024	for	that	purposes.
Registration	to	the	event	is	already	open:	
HERE
	
What	is	the	EIT	Jumpstarter?

EIT	Jumpstarter	is	the	award-winning	pre-acceleration	programme	for	scientists,
researchers,	 and	 innovators,	 who	 want	 to	 validate	 their	 ideas	 and	 develop
business	skills	to	create	and	run	their	start-ups.	
The	 programme,	 powered	 by	 the	 EIT	 Community,	 focuses	 on	 talents	 coming
from	 the	 countries	 located	 in	 Central,	 Eastern	 and	 Southern	 Europe	 (further
specified	below),	where	the	overall	pace	of	 innovation	 is	moderate	or	Modest,
according	to	the	European	Innovation	Scoreboard.	

EIT	 Jumpstarter	 has	brought	 to	 live	 already	90	 startups	 and	 trained	over	 800
researchers,	 scientists,	 and	 professionals.	 It	 is	 free	 of	 charge	 and	 doesn’t
require	equity-shares.
Thematic	 fields:	 Food,	 Health,	 Energy,	 Raw	 Materials,	 Urban	 Mobility,
Manufacturing,	New	European	Bauhaus,	Rebuild	Ukraine
More:	Link

Who	are	the	participants?	

Researchers,	scientists,	and	professionals	curious	and	eager	to	find	solutions	to
some	 of	 the	 global	 intersectional	 challenges	 such	 as	 energy	 crisis,	 access	 to
raw	materials,	health,	well-being	and	active	ageing,	sustainable	manufacturing
or	 smart	 and	 livable	 cities.	 Very	 often	 they	 have	 necessary	 scientific
background	 and	 research	 experience,	 but	 they	 lack	 business	 skills	 or	 have
never	validated	their	idea	on	the	market.	
During	the	seven-month-long	programme,	the	participants	are	equipped	with	a
unique	 business	 skill	 set	 that	 is	 a	 must	 for	 future	 entrepreneurs,	 including
business	modelling	and	validation	of	 the	market	need.	They	also	gain	best-in-
class	networking	and	understand	how	to	bring	their	innovation	from	the	lab	to
the	market	and	make	a	potential	impact	in	their	respective	industry.	
EIT	Communities	are	carefully	 selecting	 the	best	 candidates	 to	enable	quality
peer-to-peer	 learning.	 The	most	 promising	 teams	will	 be	 awarded	 cash	prizes
for	further	development.	

Eligibility	criteria:

The	 competition	 is	 open	 to	 all	 individuals	 and	 teams	 of	 natural	 persons	 –
citizens	 of	 the	 EIT	 Regional	 Innovation	 Scheme	 eligible	 or	 Western	 Balkan
countries
Natural	persons:	researchers,	master	and	PhD	students	or	research	groups	from
universities	 and	 research	 organizations;	 professionals,	 entrepreneurs	 or	 idea
owners	 that	 have	 an	 idea/	 solution	 that	 is	 targeting	 the	 scope	 of	 one	 of	 our
categories	and	want	to	start	a	company.	
The	 newly	 created	 company	 connected	 to	 the	 business	 idea	 should	 be
registered	 during	 the	 year	 of	 2024	 in	 one	 of	 the	 EIT	 Regional	 Innovation
Scheme	 eligible	 countries	 and	 territories:	 Bulgaria,	 Croatia,	 Czechia,	 Estonia,
Greece,	Spain,	Italy,	Cyprus,	Latvia,	Lithuania,	Hungary,	Malta,	Poland,	Portugal,
Romania,	Slovenia,	Slovakia,	Montenegro,	North	Macedonia,	Serbia,	Bosnia	and
Herzegovina,	 Albania,	 Kosovo*,	 Türkiye,	 Ukraine,	 Guadeloupe,	 French	 Guiana,
Réunion,	Martinique,	Mayotte	and	Saint-Martin	(France),	the	Azores	and	Madeira
(Portugal),	and	the	Canary	Islands	(Spain).	
The	applications	can	be	submitted	either	by	a	single	idea	holder	or	by	a	team
represented	by	a	contact	person.	
There	 is	 no	 pre-set	 number	 of	 members	 in	 a	 team,	 but	 maximum	 two	 (2)
members	are	eligible	for	financing	
The	programme	is	run	in	English.
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A	MESSAGE	FROM	COST	PROGRAMME
by	Lorna	Stokes

Be	sure	to	tag	COST	and	#COSTactions	in	your	social	posts	because	we're	always
happy	to	engage:

Twitter:	@COSTprogramme
LinkedIn:	COST	Association	-	European	Cooperation	in	Science	and	Technology
Facebook:	COST	Association	-	European	Cooperation	in	Science	and
Technology
Instagram:	@cost_programme
YouTube:	COST	-	European	Cooperation	in	Science	and	Technology

Newsletter:	we	distribute	a	monthly	newsletter,	sign	up	(form	located	at	the	bottom	of
our	website	homepage)

This	email	has	been	sent	to	{{email}}.	•	If	you	no	longer	want	to	receive	these	emails,	you
can	unsubscribe	here.	•	You	can	also	view	and	edit	your	subscription.	•	Please	add

anag@unipu.hr	to	your	address	book	to	ensure	our	emails	continue	to	reach	your	inbox.
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