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What is a Special Issue?

Journal issue dedicated to one specific topic (f.e. conference).

• Opportunity to review a particular theme

• Examine previously unaddressed aspects

• Propose and develop new approaches

• Exchange perspectives and encourage new lines of research



Role of the Editor
Team of co-editors

✓Building Editorial team

• This will steer what you can do

• Versatile (expertise, countries, affiliations, gender)

✓Choosing the journal / publisher

• You can get invited 

• You know editor(s)



Role of the Editor
Team of co-editors

✓ Proposing a theme to the journal editors

• Most important is to garantee enough papers: at least 10 – provide 
their names

✓Deciding on the scope and list the topics 

• Depending on co-editors

✓ Preparing the text about the scope and topics for the Call for 
Papers



Role of the Editors
You get a nice webpage



Role of the Editors
Basic tasks

✓ Inviting contributors to submit abstract

• From the publishers platform

• Personalised emails (can be a template created by the platform)

• Promotion on the events and social media, special banner for emails

✓ Reviewing abstracts and choosing appropriate ones

• Usually you are happy to receive any – good to have a leading expert

✓ Inviting contributors to submit a paper

✓ Agreeing on a deadline with publishers/journal editors



Role of the Editors



Role of the Editor
Working with authors

✓ Some serious management of the authors (and sometimes co-editors)

• Deadlines: almost no one sticks to them — sending reminders, deals for delays

✓ Managing the review process, and ensuring the quality of submissions

• Each co-editor handles designated topics or the authors he/she invited (2-3 papers 
per editor)

• You have an option to choose the reviewers — otherwise the platform suggests 
the registered reviewers and you confirm

• Discussing with the reviewers (if needed)

• Check the language quality (already before the review)

LOGO PARTNER



Role of the Editor
Working with authors

LOGO PARTNER



Role of the Editor
Finalising your main work

✓Making the decision: YES/NO

✓ Presenting your decision to the Journal’s editorial board 

➢ They make the final acceptance

✓ Sending the happy news to the authors! 



Role of the Editor
After all papers are published

✓Writing editorial

✓Booklet – if enough contributors

✓ Promotion



Possible journals
Open source vs. Classical

• Wiley, Springer, Elsevier

• Frontiers, MDPI, InTech Open etc.

• Algae Research – editor G. Acien: min 10 papers garanteed

• J. App. Phycology – editor M. Borowitzka 

➢Depending on the focus – who we want to address



Questions?
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